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UK / China Animation Forum, Beijing 

UKTI Market Visit – 6 & 7 December 2010 
 
China is now officially the second largest economy in the world and continues to grow, despite 
the global recession, at nearly 9% p.a. The UK / China Animation Forum will explore the 
potential for trade and collaboration between the two countries, focusing on the opportunities 
for animated content – both on traditional platforms and emerging digital technologies.  
 
The Forum will provide UK digital animation businesses with an unrivalled package of market 
entry support including pre-market training and advice, active networking opportunities, 
introductions to Chinese businesses representing both potential clients and partners and the 
organisation of company visits to further understanding of the sector in this rapidly growing 
marketplace. 
 
Market overview 
 
The animation industry in China is expanding fast and is viewed as representing a significant 
growth sector. Specific market opportunities have been identified in the generation of IP which 
can be exploited across multiple platforms, including publishing and merchandising, and also 
for digital content which can be accessed via mobile devices. 
 



 

The Chinese government has put an emphasis on the animation industry within its policy to 
support the development of the Creative Industries and at both national and regional levels is 
committed to supporting the growth of the animation sector through preferential taxation, 
industry funding and the establishment of industry parks. As an example, this initiative has 
received the active support of the Chinese Ministries of Culture and Commerce.    
 
Whilst a “service model” has generated inward investment into China through the provision of 
animation production pipelines to Western media and games production companies, the 
Chinese sector has been less successful in developing content propositions for export – with 
production for the domestic market having a limited capacity to travel internationally. For 
example according to the State Administration for Radio, Film & Television (SARFT) statistics, 
in 2009 there were 322 animation TV programmes produced domestically, totalling nearly 
172,000 minutes (a 40-fold increase over 6 years), but little of this content will have been 
exported 
 
The UK has recognised global strengths in animation and digital content, and a desire continue 
to extend the international reach of its creative industries, especially into Asia as a rapidly 
expanding and increasingly technology enabled marketplace. These complementary strategic 
objectives therefore create an opportunity for collaboration and the UK / China Animation 
Forum will provide a platform for the start of that dialogue. 
 
The Forum 
 
A delegation of 10-15 UK digital animation companies will visit China and take part in the two-
day UK / China Animation Forum. The Forum will include presentations, opportunities to 
display UK and Chinese animation work, panel discussions, networking events and one-to-one 
business meetings. 
 
UK Trade & Investment (UKTI) China in Beijing will work with the Chinese Government and 
associations, existing market contacts and CBBC to deliver the event – ensuring an 
environment with real business potential. 
 
Targeted Chinese participants: 
 
Government: Chinese Ministry of Culture, Ministry of Commerce 
Producers: Xing Xing, Original Force, ECCG 
Distributors: U’Young 
Telco’s: Content aggregators i.e. CNTV 
Broadcasters: CCTV 
Digital:  Leading portals i.e QQ, Sohn 
 



 

Who should apply? 
 
This visit will be of interest to UK digital animation companies who are new to, or have limited 
experience of, the Chinese market and wish to find out more, make new contacts or find a 
representative or partner.  
 
The focus will be on introducing established businesses – both producers and distributors – 
who are able to demonstrate significant potential for international exploitation of IP across 
multiple media sectors. 
 
The benefits for participating businesses include:  
 
 An opportunity for market access, intelligence and connections which would not be 

available as an individual business  
 Access to qualified leads representing significant revenue potential within the key emerging 

global economy 
 A chance to bring complementary skills and co-produce content and IP for the global 

marketplace  
 Access to extensive market research and intelligence and pre-visit training and awareness 

raising 
 Low cost entry to a tailored and industry led market visit – affording a snapshot view of the 

Chinese market 
 Access to potential support from both UK Trade & Investment and the Chinese 

Government through official involvement in the Forum 
 
What is the cost? 
 
Participation in this market visit is charged at £300+VAT and delegates will benefit from: 
 
 Pre-market training on cultural and business etiquette by China experts Neil Blakeman 

Associates  
 A pre-market presentation and Q&A focusing on copyright and IP protection by Wragge & 

Co, specialist law firm based in UK and China 
 A briefing on the financial structures for international trade by HSBC 
 A place at the organised UK / China Animation Forum 
 Local company visits to further understanding of the animation sector in China  
 A network reception with Chinese digital animation and media companies in Beijing 
 Your business profile translated and presented as part of a delegation brochure handed 

out to Chinese contacts  
 Additional individual meetings and identification of local partners can be arranged via 

UKTI’s OMIS service (at cost) 
 
UKTI has a dedicated, experienced and well-connected team in the UK and China, and 
delegates are able to benefit from this bespoke support before, during and after this market 
visit. 
 



 

Travel, Accommodation & Visa’s 
 
Delegates will be expected to make their own arrangements for travel, accommodation and 
Visa’s. Recommendations will be made for ease of location and preferential rates to hotels 
may be available for the delegation.  
 
Travel grants for delegates who are new to exporting may be available through your local UKTI 
International Trade Team based throughout England. The devolved administrations of 
Scotland, Northern Ireland and Wales may also be able to provide support.  
 
If you are not already working with an International Trade Adviser please visit 
www.ukti.gov.uk or call +44 (0)20 7215 8000 (or contact the organising team below).  
 
How to apply? 
 
If you think that this market visit may be suitable for you, and you would like to join the 
delegation, please complete an Expression of Interest Application Form which is available from 
the UK Forum Co-ordinator. 
 
The deadline for ‘expression of interest’ applications is 29 October 2010 
 
Applications will be assessed against the information provided in the application form, and 
further information may be requested prior to a final decision being made. Successful 
companies will be notified by Friday 5 November.  
 
Subject to your meeting the necessary criteria and on receipt of your payment (to be requested 
following notification of success), we will hold a place for you on the visit. Please note that we 
can take up to 3 delegates per company. 
 
For further information 
 
UK Forum Producer – Mark Leaver:  
Tel:   07764 900003  
E-mail:  mark@parameter.org.uk 
 
UK Forum Co-ordinator – Johanna Bolhoven:  
Tel:   07717 755846  
E-mail:  johanna@parameter.org.uk  
 
 
NB: Please note that there will be an opportunity to combine the China trip with a supported 
market visit to the Asia TV Forum event in Singapore, 8 – 10 December. Details will be 
finalised shortly but please register your interest in combining the two visits. 
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